
For this newsletter Jane, Bertie’s sister has kindly 

written a little bit about Bertie’s life for us. 

 

Bertie was born in Highgate, London. Sadly 

when he was only 3 he was diagnosed with a 

benign brain tumour and he was admitted to 

Great Ormand Street Hospital where the tumour 

was removed.  When he was nine the family 

moved to Hemel Hempstead and he went to 

school in Kings Langley, which Peter Seller’s son 

also attended. Both Jane and Bertie remember 

Peter Seller’s being at the sports day and competing in the parents race with their father. 

On Sundays their father used to take them up on Hampstead Heath to walk the family 

dog, a fox terrier called Dinky.  Bertie’s dad was an avid supporter of Arsenal football 

club and they both went many times to Highbury to watch them play. In 1966 Bertie 

went with his father to watch the world cup, when England beat Germany and he filmed 

some of it on his cine-camera. 

They also used to take weekly trips down to the family farm near Buckingham.  

Although his father was a business man he loved farming and this is where Bertie’s 

interest in farming started. When Bertie was 12 his brain tumour returned and he had to 

have another operation.  This severely interrupted his schooling and childhood, 

however, he was able to go to agricultural college for a while before taking up farming 

full time in Buckingham in 1966.  Despite his problems Bertie enjoyed farming a great 

deal. He had a border collie, Moss, who he took out each day with him to check the farm 

animals.  The farm was mainly arable but he also kept beef cattle and sheep.  For a while 

Bertie had a pony and trap which he used to drive around the farm lanes.  

In 1987 Bertie had a brain haemorrhage, which effectively finished his farming career. 

However, after a long time in hospital he learned to swim with a local disabled 

swimming club and he was able to drive a specially adapted car, he even managed to 

take a tractor out occasionally. 

After his parents died he decided to move down to Devon and he spent many years 

living in Riddlecombe near his sister and her family. The area was very reminiscent of 

where he lived on the farm and suited Bertie very well. 

After moving down Jane and her husband, Chris, managed to coax him onto a plane for 

the first time in his life which meant he was able to see a bit more of the world.  The 3 

of them often went to Lanzarote, which Bertie enjoyed because of the warm climate. 

Eventually Bertie left Riddlecombe and moved in with Jane and Chris, who are now in 

the throes of building a modern house, part of which will be adapted to suit Bertie’s 

needs.  Unfortunately, Berties life hasn’t been easy, but his positive and stoic personality 

has enabled him to cope with everything life has thrown at him. 

Firstly we would like to welcome all new residents and staff to Pinewood and hope that they 

enjoy living  / working here as much as the rest of us.  We would also like to extend our   

welcome to the relatives and friends of our new residents. 

Pinewood residents decorated a Christmas tree to go on 

display at the Temple Methodist Church annual Christmas 

Tree festival in December 2014. 

They worked very hard at creating the baubles stars and 

disks for it as you can see by the pictures. 

To the left is a picture of the finished tree on display and 

below a close up of some of the decorations.  



As you may recall last month we introduced you all to Gina Awad, who is not 

only one of our therapists but also a Dementia Friend.   

In February she has kindly agreed to come to Pinewood to deliver an informa-

tion session to enable people to understand a little more about what it is like to 

live with dementia.   

The session will be held on 19th February 2015 in the top lounge at Pinewood 

Nursing Home at 15.30—16.30 and we hope that you will come and join us for 

this. 

CQC Inspection 
 

Although we have yet to receive our recent inspection report we have had some 

very positive feedback from the CQC with regards to our service users being 

well cared for. They did, however, point out that we needed to implement some 

improvements with our record keeping. We have taken on board their 

suggestions and are at present trialling a new hand held computerized system for 

the carers and nurses to improve record keeping. When the new report has been 

written up you will be able to view it on the CQC web site or if you wish to 

have a hard copy please ask at reception. 

Staff Fund 2014 
 

A sincere ‘thank you’ from all our staff to those who donated towards the staff 

funds for both of our care services.  The money has now been totalled and will 

be distributed to our staff later this month. Should you wish to donate to this 

years staff fund, please contact reception. 

Pinewood Home Care In Partnership With Devon & 

Somerset Fire & Rescue Service 

Pinewood Home Care have recently 

signed a Partnership agreement with 

the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue 

Service (DSFRS). The aim of the 

agreement is to minimise the risk of 

fire in the homes of the people we 

look after and to encourage them to 

obtain advice from the DSFRS as to 

installing working smoke detectors as 

well as other equipment to help reduce 

the risk of fire in their property. 

For more information, don’t hesitate 

to speak to Sally or any member of the 

office team.  

The residents and staff 

alike are still enjoying 

regular visits from Ziggy 

who is growing up fast and 

doing really well with his 

training.  He also helped 

Santa deliver all the 

presents to our residents on 

Christmas day.  


